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Jonathan D. Cobb Sr.

828 Weeks St. ,';ii r .
East palo Alto, CA 

u'*it I ir-, ' l5 i. , r. ,

94303 
C/ .- :) 

" v' ii,

Walter A. St. Clair
1227 Sevier Ave.
Menlo Park, CA
94025

IN TIIE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALTT'ORNIA

JONATHAN D. COBB, SR., and ) Case No.: 3:10-CV-03907-MEJ
WALTER ARLEN ST. CLAIR,

JUDGE: HONORABLE JUDGE DONNA RYU

Plaintiffs,

ERNEST BREDE, LUIS CONTRERAS,
PAUL KOEHLER, LARRY LAVERDURE,
DONALD SHOWERS, AARON LUCAS,
STEVE MISTERFELD, ALAN SHUSTE&
RICHARD ASHE and DOE SDG:SSX,

Defendants.

REQUEST FOR
CONTINUANCE OF
SETTLEMENT HEARING
SCHEDULED FOR
ocroBER 18.20lr

Complaint Filed: August 31, 2010
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At this time the Plaintiffs are requesting a continuance from the original date listed for the

Settlement Conference. The stated reasons why the Plaintiffs are requesting this continuance

are as follows; first and foremost, as per Judge Ryu's standing order, the Plaintiffs are

required to produce specific documentations. The Plaintiffs are in the process of trying to

secure and obtain these items and other necessary evidence through the use of subpoena's.

To date several subpoena's have been issued to various departments within the Watchtower

Corporation of Patterson, New York but the Watchtower Corporation, is refusing to comply

with the subpoena's as well as the other departments under them that were served subpoena's

as well. This leads the Plaintiffs to conclude that since all the different and varying

depar[nents within the Watchtower Corporation are seemingly not complying at the same

time with the served subpoena's, it is obviously a conscious and deliberate act of defiance to

the court. This is puzzling also due to the fact that the Watchtower Corporation is not a

defendant, and not named within the original action and as such should not have a reason or

vested interest in circumventing the legal process, unless the Watchtower Corporation is

seeking to conceal possible involvement and complicity with the aforementioned charges as

listed in the original counts of this legal action by itself or other parties as yet not known. As

far as the Plaintiffs have ascertained, however, there is no reason why the Watchtower

Corporation should not cooperate freely. One could further surmise that they are in fact not

cooperating in an effort to prevent the Plaintiffs from obtaining the necessary and required

documents by Judge Ryu in hopes of thus forcing a settlement due to a lack of evidence and

this is what the Defendants hope to portray by the time all parties are supposed to participate

in the Settlement Conference. It would seem that this is the potential strategy being

employed by the defendants as well as the Watchtower Corporation of Patterson, New York.

This is nothing more but a cclntinued act of collusion in a direct effort to prevent the

Plaintiffs from having documents in hand that can show justification for the action itself. Mr.
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Anthony Smith has been fully aware of the items requested as the Plaintiffs submitted a

comprehensive list of items for Discovery so it is clear and obvious that the Wbtchtower

Corporation as well as the Defendants are engaging in a type of obstruction in their refusal

to comply with the subpoena's and the overall Discovery process. Several subpoena's have

also been served to the Defendants through theirAOR, Mr. Anthony Smith" To this end it

will be obviously necessary since they are choosing to ignore and not respond tn the

subpoena's issued, that a court order will be necessary to compel the Defendants as well as

the Watchtower Corporation of Patterson, New York to comply and provide the requested

documentations. While the Plaintiffs are in no way interested in a settlement, due to criminal

issues that have been raised and that are now cuffently being investigated by various law

enforcement agencies. The Plaintiffs seek only to comply with Judge Ryu's standing order

and to this end are requesting that the matter be continued for an additional 30 days which

will give the Plaintiffs time to file the motion to compel and thus in fum give the

Watchtower Corporation tirne to respond and comply with the court order as the requested

documents in question are vital to the Plaintiffs case and cause for action. Due to the high

volume of docurnents expected from the couri. order, the Plaintiffs seek to provide the

Defendants as well as the Watchtower Corporation suff,rcient time for preparing the

documents for tuming over to the Plaintiffs. Plaintiffs feel that staying the settlement

conference for 30 days will be enough time for the Watchtower Corporation to comply as

well as the Defendants also. Thus far the outstanding subpoena's that the Defendants have

refused to comply with are the requests for the names and account information for other

bank accounts opened by the Defendants besides the one known account of Chase Bank. It

has become apparent that the Defendants opened yet other accounts using the identity and

credentials of Mr. Jason Cobb. A subpoena was served for Defendant Ernest Brede to

produce corporation documentation that the Defendants feel gives them authority to take
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over the Menlo Park Corporation, as well as the bank accounts. This being called into

question due in part to the discovery that the Defendants are passing on court costs to the

congregation in the form of "monthly expenses" which may make it necessary to audit the

account books and also due to the fact that the Defendant have no right to pass on the cost of

court fees to the congregation at large without their prior approval and knowledge of what

the said expenses are for. To date, the Defendants have made no clear announcements thus

detailing the congregation as a whole are picking up the expenses they are incurring for

court costs. Further, a subpoena was served on the Watchtower Corporation Regional

Building Cornmittee that handles the finances and planning of remodelling projects for all

congregations. The Plaintiffs have requested tax documents as well as documents regarding

a congregation in Sacramento listed as the Citrus Heights Congregation, where apparently in

an effort to force a takeover of the same type happening to the Menlo Park Corporation, Mr.

Anthony Smith was the AOR trying to effect a subsequent illegal takeover of that

congregation and corporation, clearly the Plaintiffs understand the reluctance of the

Regional Building Committees cooperation with the subpoena as it may constitute a conflict

of interest for Mr. Anthony Smith as well as their continued concern over confidentiality.

With regard to the Watchtower Corporation of Patterson, New York, a subpoena was served

requesting the personal files of Plaintiffs Jonathan D. Cobb Sr., WalterA. St. Clair and Jason

E. Cobb along with certain extra documents and attachments. Again, there should be no

reason why the Watchtower Corporation should be refusing to provide said documentation

but it is recognized that the documents requested will constitute a high volume of physical

papers and as such the Plaintiffs wish to again ensure that these entities of the Watchtower

Corporation will have the suffrcient time to prepare them for release to the Plaintiffs. The

only other concern that the Plaintiffs have at this time is with regard to the Honorable Judge

Ryu. Since these documents will be necessary to comply with the Judge's Ordeq this will

Page 4



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

l0

11

12

13

14

15

t6

t7

18

19

20

2l

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

include informations about Mr. Jason Cobb. The significance of this is that Judge Ryu is the

assigned Judge to preside over case number CVII-02496-DMR, an action ftled by Mr. Jason

E^ Cobb that involves Cisco Systems Inc. of San Jose, California. Mr. Jason E. Cobb is the

son of PlaintiffJonathan D. Cobb Sr. and because of this relationship the Plaintiffs feel that

Judge R1m's presiding over the Settlement Conference could in fact be a conflict of interest

in the eyes of the court and the public at large. To avoid any type of conflict of interest, it is

surmised that Judge Ryu may dismiss case number CYLL-02496-DMR, even if the Plaintiff

in that case, namely Mr. Jason E,. Cobb, has sufficient grounds and cause for action with

regard to the matter involving Cisco Systems of San Jose, California. However, if Judge Ryu

does not as point of fact try to dismiss that pending legal action, her participation in this

legal action, case number 10-3907 MEJ could constitute a conflict of interest. While the

Plaintiffs are in no way questioning the integrity of Judge Ryu, there is a real concem of a

potential conflict of interest and as such the Plaintiffs are stating their concerns. As such

whether or not Judge Ryrr should, in the interest ofjustice, recuse herself from presiding

over the Settlement Conference is a real question that should be considered. In the case of

Blizard v. Frechette,60l F.2d 1217,1220, it was found that even though the Judge himself

may subjectively be confident of his ability to be evenhanded there are times and

circumstances when in the interest ofjustice , it may be necessary for a Judge to disqualifu

themselves, if there are grounds to doubt the impartially of the court. The logic is that there

should be things that are unfamiliar to the Judge, so as to maintain impartiality Duro v.

Duro, 392 Mass. 574,467 N.E. 2D 165 (1984). However, as Judge Ryu is the presiding

Judge in the action filed by Jason E. Cobb, and since Mr. Cobb has been present at several

past court dates and has supplied information directly related to this case to Judge James, it

could be evident that Judge Ryu's participation in the Settlement Conference could be a

conflict of interest. Regardless, the Plaintiffs leave the decision up to Judge Ryu to review
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the facts and make a determination about her participation and further feel the more

important issue is the continuance of the Settlement Conference to effect the securing of the

necessary documents from the parties served subsequent subpoena's thus far. Please find

attached as Exhibit A complete copies of all subpoena's served thus far to the Regional

Building Committee of Jehovah's'Witnesses, the Christian Congregation of Jehovah's

Witnesses (The Watchtower Corporation of Patterson, New York, Don Adams, President)

and accompanying subpoena's to Defendant Ernest Brede for corporate documents as well as

the ather bank accounts opened by the Defendants after July 1", 2010.

rlut"'%'.V-( . \1 ,2o l\

WalterA. St. Clair

Page 6
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AO 888 (Rev. 01/09) Subpoena to Produce Documents, Information, or Objects or to Permit Inspection ofPremises

UNrrEn Srarrs Drsrrucr CoURT
for the

Northern District of California

Jonathan D. Cobb Sr.
Plaintiff

v.

Ernest Brede

)
)
)
)
)

Civil ActionNo. CV 10-3907

(Ifthe action is pending in another district, state where:

i

I

l

l

I__t

iil"c;,
I

l

Defendant )

SUBPOENA TO PRODUCE DOCUMENTS,INFORMATTON, OR OBJECTS
OR TO PERMIT INSPECTION OF PREMISES

To: California Regional Building Committee #7 P.O. Box 1197, Santa Clara, CA 95052

{ Production: YOU ARE COMMANDED to produce at the time, date, and place set forth below the following
documents, electronically stored information, or objects, and permit their inspection, copying, testing, or sampling of the
material: Any and all documents that pertain to the Citrus Heights Congregation in Sacramento, CA and the proposed

merger, this includes all documents, letters, memos, reports, estimations, projections of cost, tax records,
written communications with congregation members and communiques with any Watchtower Dept in New
York with regard to this congregation.

Forwarded by mailto Jonathan D. Cobb at 828 Weeks lDate and Time:
st. East pato Atto, cA 94303 ] o gto6t2o11 18:00

3 Inspectionbf Premises; YOU ARE COMMANDED to permit entry onto the designated premises, land, or
other property possessed or controlled by you at the time, date, and location set forth below, so that the requesting party
may inspect, mea$re, survey, photograph, test, or sample the property or any designated object or operation on it.

The provisions of Fed. R- Civ. P. 45(c), relating to your protection as a person subject to a subpoena, and Rule
45 (d) and (e), relating to your duty to respond to this subpoena and the potential consequences ofnot doing so, are

attached.

Date: 08j112811

OR

Attorney's signature

The name, address, e-mail, and telephone number of the attorney representing (name ofparty) Jonallqn Q. C_g!9.P!9 9e

!l&!lersl -cla4l1-.osq , who issues or requests this subpoena, are:

Jonathan D. Cobb 828 Weeks St., East Palo Alto, CA 94303 Walter St. Clair 1227 Sevier Ave., Menlo Park, CA
94025

it:I,AFY JAC



A088ts (Rev,01/09)SubpoenatoProduceDocuments,lnformation,orObjectsortoPermitlnspectionofPremises

Uxrren Srargs DISTruCT CoURT
for the

Northern District of Califomia

Jonathan D. Cobb Sr.
Plaintif

v,

Ernest Brede

)
)
)
)
)

Civil ActionNo. CV 10-3907

(Ifthe action is pending in another district, state where:

Defendant )

SUBPOENA TO PRODUCE DOCUMENTS, rI\FORMATTON, OR OBJECTS
OR TO PERMIT INSPECTION OF PREMISES

To: Christian Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses 2821 Route 22, Patterson, New York 12563-2237

( Production: YOU ARE COMMANDED to produce at the time, date, and place set forth below the following
documents, electronically stored information, or objects, and permit their inspection, copying, testing, or sampling of the
material:

A complete written list of any and all names and or individuals associated with the Service Department initials:
SDG:SSX from the year 2005 till cunent of the Christian Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses

iDate and Time:
I

I oll3ona11 1a:oo

f, Inspectionbf Premises; YOU ARE COMMANDED to permit entry onto the designated premises, land, or
other property possessed or controlled by you at the time, date, and location set forth below, so that the requestin gparty
may inspect, measure, survey, photograph, test, or sample the property or any designated object or operation on it.

bate una Time:

The provisions of Fed. R. Civ. P. 45(c), relating to your protection as a person subject to a subpoena, and Rule
45 (d) and (e), relating to your duty to respond to this subpoena and the potential consequences ofnot doing so, are
attached.

Date: ,_0811112_011

CLERKOF COURT"
OR

HT"t'ASlq ff{
Signature of Clerk Attorney's signature

The name, address, e-mail, and telephone number of the attorney representing @ame of party) &qgtqlr q.qg!b,plg,1q
Walter St. Clair. pro se , who issues or requests this subpoena, are:

Jonathan D. Cobb 828 Weeks St., East Palo Alto, CA 94303 Walter St. Clair 1227 SevierAve., Menlo Park, CA
94425

Forwarded by mailto Jonathan D. Cobb at 828 Weeks
St. East Palo Alto, CA 94303

i
I
I

I

I
I



AO 888 (Rev. 0ii09) Subpoena to Produce Documents, lnformation, or Objects or to Permit Inspection of Premises

UNTrpn STETES DISTNTCT COURT
for the

Northern District of California

Jonathan D. Cobb
Plaintilf

Ernest Brede

Fonrarded by mailto Jonathan D. Cobb at 828 Weeks
St., East Palo Alto, CA 94303

Defendant )

SUBPoENA TO PRODUCE DOCUMENTS,INF',ORMATION, OR OBJECTS
OR TO PBRI{IT INSPECTION OF'PREMISES

To: Emest Brede,2068 Oakwood Dr. Palo Alto, CA 94303

d Production: YOIJ ARE COMMANDED to produce at the time, date, and place set forth below the following
documents, electronically stored information, or objects, and permit their inspection, copying, testing, or sampling of the

material: A complete written list of any and all congregation based bank accounts established and/or opened by any or

all of the Defendants since arriving to the Menlo Park Congregation from the date of July 1st, 2010 onward.

Civil ActionNo. CV 10-3907

Qf the action is pending in another district state where:

Date and Time:

oaa4l2011

J Inspection of Premises: YOU ARE, COMMANDED to permit enty onto the designatedpremises,land, or

other property possessed or controlled by you at the time, date, and location set forth below, so that the requesting parly

may inspect, msasure, survey, photograph, test, or sample the property or any designated object or operation on it-

The provisions of Fed. R. Civ. P. 45(c), relating to your protection as a person subject to a subpoena, and Rule

45 (d) and (e), relating to your duty to respond to this subpoena and the potential consequences ofnot doing so, are

attached.

Date: ottzuzell - fiICHARD W. WIEKING

CLERKOF COURT

MARK J. JENKINS
OR

Signature of Clerk ar DeputY Clerk Attorney's signature

The name, address, e-mail, and telephone number of the attorney representing (name of party) &!e$qqp.qo!Q.99 Je

Walter St. Clair, plo se , who issues or requests this subpoena, Lte:-

Jonathan D. Cobb 828 Weeks St., East Palo Alto, CA 94303 Walter St. Clair 1227 Sevier Ave., Menlo Park, CA

94025

iDate and Time:



AO88B (Rev.0l/09)SubpoenatoProduceDocuments,Information,orObjectsortoPermitlnspectionofPremises

[JNrrsn Srerss Dlsrnrcr CoURT
for the

Northern District of California

Jonathan D. Cobb
Plaintiff

Ernest Brede

Civil Action No. CV 10-3907

(Ifthe action is pending in another district, state where:

DeJbndant

SUBPOENA TO PRODUCE DOCUMENTS,INFORMATION, OR OBJECTS
OR TO PARMIT INSPECTION OF PREMISES

To: Ernest Brede, 2068 Oakwood Dr. Palo Alto, CA 94303

{ Production; YOU ARE COMMAI{DED to produce at the time, date, and place set forth below the following
documents, electronically stored information, or objects, and permit their inspection, copying, testing, or sampling of the

material: A complete copy of documentation the Defendants are using to establish their claim, that they are authorized
and lawful officers of the Menlo Park Corporation. Copies of all documents granting them authority for a
corporation name change as well as to assume authority over the property deed as well as bank accounts
held by the corporation, Copies of any and all corporate authorizations from the date of July 1,2010

rff-t_

rt*"ro"o by mail to Jonathan o. bono atiza weets I Date and Time:

st., East palo Atto, cA e4303 ] o8to4t2o11 fi:ao
-_l

f, Inspection'of Prenises: YOU ARE COMMANDED to permit entry onto the designated premises, land, or

other property possessed or controlled by you at the time, date, and location set forth below, so that the requestingpafty
may inspect, measure, survey, photograph, test, or sample the property or any designated object or operation on it.

tate and iime:

The provisions of Fed. R. Civ. P. 45(c), relating to your protection as a person subject to a subpoena, and Rule

45 (d) and (e), relating to your duty to respond to this subpoena and the potential consequences ofnot doing so, are

attached.

Date: -- a7128!2011 RICHARD W. WIEKING

CLERKOFCOURT

MARK J. JENKINS
OR

Signature of Clerk or DeputY Clerk Altaney's sigilature

The name, address, e-mail, and telephone number of the attorney representing (name of party) .lq!!!gqD, Cobb, pro-se -
Walter St, ClqlLplg.se _,__ _ , who issues or requests this subpoena, are:

Jonathan D. Cobb 828 Weeks St., East Palo Alto, CA 94.303 Walter St. Clair 1227 Sevier Ave., Menlo Park, CA

94025

I
l



AOggB (Rev.0l/09)SubpoenatoProduceDocuments,Information,orObjectsortoPermitlnspectionofPremisos

UNrrsn Srares Dnrnrcr CoURT
for the

Northem District of California

Jonathan D. Cobb Sr.
Plaintilf

v.

Ernest Brede

)
)
)
)
)

Civil ActionNo. CV 10-3907

(If the action is pending in another district, sate where:

Defendant )

suBPoENA TO PRODUCE DOCUMENTS,INFORMATION, OR OBJECTS
OR TO PERMIT INSPECTION OF PITEMISES

To: Christian Congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses 2821 Route 22, Patterson, New Yor'r. 12563-2237

{ production: yOU ARE COMMANDED to produce at the time, date, and place set forth below the following

documents, electronically stored information, or objects, and permit their inspection, copying, testing, or sampling of the

material:
See Attachment

J Inspection of Premises: YOU ARE COMMAI\DED to permit entry onto the designated premises, land, or

other property possessed or controllsd by you at the time, date, and location set forth below, so that the requestingparty

may inspect, measure, survey, photograpll test, or sample the property or any designated object or operation on it'

Place:

The provisions of Fed. R. Civ. P. 45(c), relating to your protection as a person subject to a subpoena, and Rule

45 (d) and (ej, relating to your duty to respond to this subpoena and the potential consequences ofnot doing so, are

attached.

DaLe: OBl11t2O11

Walter St. Clair, pro se , who issues or requests this subpoena, are:

Jonathan D. Cobb 828 Weeks St., East Palo Alto, CA 94303 Walter SL Clair 1227 Sevier Ave', Menlo Park, CA

94025

The name, address, e-mail, and telephone number of the attorney representing (name of party) .lggthan p,--CeQb' plg t9-



Jonathan D. Cobb Sr.

828 Weeks St.
East Palo Alto, CA
9$43

Walter A. St. Clair
1227 SevierAve.
Menlo Parlq CA
94025

Re: Issued subpoena in Civil Action. 10-3907 for the Northern District Federal Court

The above listed subpoena for the the Plaintiffs request the above mentioned entrty; The Christian
Congregation of Jehovah's Wibresses to turn over the COMPLETE personnel files of the following
individuals:

George Stock, Jonathan D. Cobb Sr., Jason E. Cobb, WalterA. St. Clair, Allan Shuster, Paul
Koehlero Steve Misterfeld and Peter Gallego.

Also, you are commanded by the courts to turn over all tretters, memos, documents, reports, internal
memos and the like to the Plaintiffs that originated from Peter Gallego formerly of the Menlo Park
Congregation in Menlo Park, California and any other documents that bear his name or signature.

Equally, you are also commanded by the courts to tum over all letters, memos, documents, reports,
internal memosand the like to the Plaintiffs that originated from Don Maynor formerly of the Menlo
Park Congregation in Menlo Park, California who is now a member of the PaloAlto South
Congregation and any other documents that bear his name or signature.

To be clear this should be a total of three separate set of documents, the first being the personnel files
of the above listed individuals, as well as the letters, memos, report and intemal memos of Peter
Gallego along with the letters, memos, reports and intemal memos of Don Maynor and any other
documents that bear their names or signatures.

You are commanded to provide copies of these documents by the listed date ofAugust 30ft, 201I.
These documents are to be sent via U.S. Postal mail to the previous shown address ofi

Jonathan D" Cobb Sr.

828 Weeks St.
East Palo Alto, CA
94303


